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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Applicant's election without traverse of claims 1-18 in the reply filed on 10/1 1/04 
is acknowledged. 

Applicant has added new claim 24, thus claims 1-18 and 24 being exam in this 
office action. 

Specification 

2. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: the function 
of "speed synthesizer 134 and closed captioning circuit 136" have not been disclosed 
but claimed in claims 10 and 1 1 . 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

4. Claim 24 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being indefinite 
for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant 
regards as the invention. 

5. Claim 24 recites the limitation "the user interface" in line 4. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

6. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1 ), (2), and (4) of section 371 (c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

7. Claims 1,3-5, 8-9, 13, 15, and 17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Smith Dewey (US 6,229,430). 

Regarding claims 1 and 17, Smith Dewey discloses a system for providing a 
multi-media alarm, comprising: 

a publicity accessible network (1 14, figure 1); 

a user interface (102) in communication with the publicity accessible network 
(figure 1, col. 3, lines 1-28); and 

a hand-held timing device in the form of a computer (100) in communication with 
the user interface, the timing device being configured to track a universal time and 
harvest a user selected media that is played in a programmed order with a selected 
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commercial media at a user determined time through the hand-held timing device 
(figure 1, col. 3, line 29 through col. 4, line 14). 

Regarding claims 3-4, Smith Dewey discloses a transceiver interface (110, figure 
1), wherein the transceiver being tuned to receive a broadcast containing a coordinated 
universal time signal. 

Regarding claim 5, as shown in figure 1 , Smith Dewey discloses the timing 
device and the transceiver are being a unitary device. 

Regarding claim 8, Smith Dewey discloses a Host Site (118, 120) in 
communication with the publicly accessible network, wherein the Host Site is configured 
to combine the user's selected media with the commercial selected media while 
downloading the user selected media with the commercial selected media into the 
timing device (figure 1 ). 

Regarding claim 9, Smith Dewey discloses a Host Site interfaced to the publicly 
accessible network, wherein the Host Site and the timing device are configured to 
program the time and an alarm in the timing device (col. 3, lines 29-45). 

Regarding claim 13, Smith Dewey discloses the timing device being configure to 
access a commercial provider (120, figure 1). 

Regarding claim 15, Smith Dewey discloses the harvested media being stored in 
a memory (108, col. 3, lines 57-65). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

8. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

9. Claims 2, 6-7, 12, and 24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Smith Dewey (6,229,430) in view of Herald (US 5,832,067). 

Regarding claim 2, Smith Dewey discloses the media comprises an audio 
content (col. 4, lines 4-9) but fails to disclose the media comprises a video content. 
Herald teaches the use of playing a selected media comprising audio and video content 
(figure 5, col. 5, line 60 through col. 6, line 27). Therefore, it would have been obvious 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use the 
video content as taught by Herald in the system as disclosed by Smith Dewey for the 
purpose of providing both audio and video to the user upon user's selection. 

Regarding claims 6-7, Smith Dewey discloses an audio output (124, figure 1), 
Smith Dewey discloses the instant claimed invention except for a display that plays the 
user and the commercial selected media, the output and the display being a unitary part 
of the timing device. Herald teaches an audio out put (234) and a display (274) those 
being a unitary of the timing device (figure 5). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to use the 
output and the display as a unitary of the timing device as taught by Herald in the 
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system as disclosed by Smith Dewey for the purpose of facilitating a user to enhance 
the output upon user's selected. 

Regarding claim 12, Smith Dewey discloses the instant claimed invention except 
for the timing device comprising an atomic clock. Herald teaches the use of an atomic 
clock (250, figure 5). 

Regarding claim 24, refer to claims 1-2 and 8 above. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

10. Claims 10-1 1 , 14, 16 and 18 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

1 1 . The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Treyzetal. (US 6,678,215). 

12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tai T. Nguyen whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2961. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 7:30am-5:00pm.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel J. Wu can be reached on (571) 272-2964. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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